Stephen Francis Kozak



My Beginnings

My full name is Stephen Francis
Kozak. | was named after my
two priest uncles,

Rev. Stephen Kozak

and Rev. Francis Kozak.

| was born in Grand Rapids,
Michigan on April 30, 1932.

| was taken care of by my mother Theresa.
My earliest memory is of living on Seventh St.
The great depression was going on in the world.
The president of the United States was Franklin
D. Roosevelt. 1



My Family

My mot her s name was Ther ese
born in Grand Rapids on December 25, 1899. Her
parent s hothse, neans. Adalbertst |
remember they had an ice refrigerator. My mother
was very protective of me | was the baby of the
family. My father was Joseph Aloysius Kozak. He
was born in Grand Rapids on September, 1900. |
remember him as a politician (city commissioner)
and helping people. My sister is Loraine (Kozak)
Simhauser. My brothers are Jerome and Daniel
Kozak.




My Family

There was quite an age difference between us, so | did
not spend much time with my siblings. | remember
my brother Jerry because we roomed at college
together for two years, even though there was a ten
year age difference. He taught me how to drive.
We got along well.

Our biggest argument was when Jerry decided to get
married at the same time as | had decided. He
found another girl, and did not get married at the
same time.

| played with the neighborhood kids, but | remember
pl aying ping pong with my
classmates from the seminary.
Now that we are grown up, my brother Dan remains
aloof, but does stay in contact. My sister is aging,
but | try to contact her periodically.

My most memorable family reunion was after my
Mot her s funer al
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My Childhood Home

My favorite memory of my home was bountiful holiday
meals.

My parents made our house a home by being there, and
providing a base for me to go to school.

= . - Theyard | played in

- was mostly a
street corner, until
my father pushed
me into improving
a vacant city lot
(thru the help of
the city and the
neighbors).
~ Our neighbors were

the Seamons and
Irwins when | was
s young.

| shared a bedroom
with my sister
when | was very
young, but most
of the time | had a
bedroom to
myself.




My hometown

The town we lived in was Grand Rapids.

| played with my friends in our own improved
field. The parks were quite far away and
down the hill.

Someone | respected in my hometown was
President Gerald Ford. | asked his office
(then Congressman) to determine my first
duty station after graduating from dental
school.

My favorite store was the
across from St. Adal bert
out bites of cold hot dogs or baloney when
Dad bought the meat for supper.

The biggest event in our town was a political
parade.

We went to church at St




My favorite sports

My greatest sports
victory was a
150 yard Eagle.
| never had a
hole-in-one. The
eagle was the
nearest
comparison.

My biggest sports
defeat was
injuring my back,
which limited my
golf for awhile.

My father taught me
to hunt.




When | was a boy

Ice cream cones were $.05 now they are $1.50.

We drove a 1941 Buick and a 1946 Chrysler.
My father always dressed in a suit.

| was expected to behave, especially because of
his political career.

The most exciting invention of the time was the
first TV in the neighborhood. It was a round,
12 , tube, black and
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My pets

| had a hunting dog Mi
mix.

The animal that makes the best pet is a dog,
because they are loveable and always there
for you.

| different kinds of pet | have owned are dogs and
fish.
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A typical day

My father owned his own business selling insurance
and real estate.

My mother stayed at home.

The chores | had to do were taking care of a two acre
Victory garden, 100 chickens, and helping my
mother with housework.

On summer days | liked to play baseball.

On winter days, | liked to play ping pong, play with my
train set, and listen to The Lone Ranger on the
radio.



With my Father

The most wonderful thing about my Father was
that he was good at helping people and good
at making deals.

| remember his resiliency and his success in
business and raising his family.

He helped me by letting me be self-sufficient
rather than doing things for me.

My father wanted me to succeed at what | chose.

He always took us to church each week and
respected the church.
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With my Mother

The most wonderful thing about my Mother was
that she always provided food and clothes for
me.

She was a good homemaker. | remember her
homemaking and cooking.

She encouraged me to do a good job.
She also encouraged churchgoing.
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Christmas

OQur family s favorite
Christmas tradition
was family gatherings,
dinner, and midnight
mass. We always had -
a big breakfast after |
midnight mass.

My best Christmas
memory is seeing our
children enjoy their
presents.

The best Christmas gift
was the Bose radio.

The real meaning of
Christmas is to do
good for others, but
pay attention to family
on Christmas.
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Early School Years

| attended St.
Adal bert
school.

| remember tutoring
others while in
grade school.

| disliked history,
but was good at
math and
science.

| was in boy scouts
after school.

| usually walked
home abouta
mile.

| played with
neighborhood
kids after school.
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